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Brethren of Toronto East District, 

 

I cannot begin to express my gratitude to each and every one of you for the honour you have given me to be 

the representative of our Grand Master in Toronto East District.  You have my promise that I will make 

every effort to fulfill the duties of my office with dignity and respect. 

 

For those of you who aren't as familiar with me, I was born in Glasgow Scotland in March 1970 and moved 

to Canada with my parents in 1974.  I was initiated, passed and raised in Brougham Union Lodge # 269 in 

1994 and was honoured to sit as Worshipful Master in 2010.  Both Malcolm and I are members of Heritage 

Lodge # 730 , as well as The Imperial East Gate Lodge # 543.  We are also members of Orient Chapter # 79 

R.A.M.  Masonry has been in my life as long as I remember.  My father was a life member of Caledonia 

Railway Lodge in Glasgow Scotland before moving to Canada.  I had the wonderful opportunity of sitting in 

Lodge with my father before he died. 

 

Professionally, I work for Toronto Emergency Medical Service as a Superintendent in Communications.  My 

entire adult professional life has been in health care as a Paramedic, Orthopaedic Technologist and lecturer 

in anatomy and physiology and orthopaedic theory.   

 

The absolute most important thing in my life is my family.  I am truly blessed with the most wonderful 

woman (she's proof reading this), Marina who many of you have met.  We have two sons, Joey (25) and 

Sebastian (27).  Joey was married last summer to Samantha.  One of the non-Masonic highlights of my 

Masonic life was the night of my installation when the entire lodge room broke into a rousing rendition of 

Happy Birthday to Joey's then fiancé.  She will always remember that and often speaks about it. 

 

The District Secretary for the upcoming Masonic year will be W. Bro. Malcolm Parish.  Both of our contact 

information can be found on The District website www.torontoeastdistrict.com.  

 

Over the coming few weeks, I hope to communicate my plan for this year in more detail, but for now let me 

give you a brief summary of important points.  As you know, I'm big into communication, especially in the 

digital sense.  To that end, a Facebook page for the District has been set up and can be found by searching 

Toronto East District.  Bro. David Mason of Todmorden Lodge will be working on that.  I will also be 

letting you know in the next week of a Twitter account for the District. 
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My main focus this year will be on The Lodge.  Committee chairman will be charged with taking programs 

to the lodge level as opposed to the larger District level.  I firmly believe that the basis of a strong District is 

strong Lodge's and I pledge to you all to make every effort to assist all Lodges in the District to be the best 

they can be.  To that end, I encourage you to come forward and offer yourself up to the District.  Many 

chairs are still open.  If you have the time to commit and the desire to strengthen Masonry in Toronto East 

District, I would love to hear from you. 

 

Everything the District does is on the table for discussion.  Nothing we have done in the past is set in stone.  

If it works, and the District wants it, we will do it.  I was fascinated at our Long Range Planning seminar last 

February that one strong message from many lodges was that they are never asked what they want.  Well, I 

am now asking.  What do you want to see from your District this year?  Feel free to email me with ideas. 

 

The District Charity this year will be The Mikey Network.  The Mikey Network is an agency that works to 

outfit public places with Automated External Defibrillator's (AED).  As many of you know, I work closely 

with AED's both in an operational way and in an instructional way.  The approach to the project will be two 

fold.  There will obviously some fundraising aspects, but I will also include a fair amount of education on 

AED's / CPR and cardiovascular disease emergencies.  I believe that the education we get in Lodge should 

not just be of a Masonic nature, but anything that "Makes good men better".  Watch for several initiatives 

over the coming weeks / months. 

 

Brethren, I know this is a little long winded (not a sign of things to come, I promise), but I wanted to get 

some thoughts out there.  

 

Have a wonderful rest of the summer, and I hope to see many of you at WindReach Farms for the annual 

Senior Wardens corn roast and BBQ, this year hosted by The Ancients. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

R. W. Bro. David J Neave 

District Deputy Grand Master 

Toronto East District. 
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